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1 . MEXICO CITY DAILIES ARE CARRYING WIDELY VARYING AND 
EVEN CONTRADICTORY REPORTS OF SITUATION IN LECUMBERRI 
PRISON. LA PRENSA, HERALDO AND EXCELSIOR REPORT THAT 
THE AMERICANS DETAINED AT LECUMBERRI ARE INITIATING OR 
THREATENING TO INITIATE A HUNGER STRIKE IN PROTEST AGAINST 
THE PROTECTION FACILITIES AFEORDED THEM BY THE EMBASSY 
AND AGAINST THEIR MEXICAN ATTORNEYS, WHOM THEY CLAIM ARE 
RECOMMENDED BY OR REPRESENTING THE EMBASSY. EL UNIVERSAL, 
HOWEVER, AS WELL AS THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE NEWS, REPORTS 
THE PRISONERS' GRIEVANCES AS BEING AGAINST THE EXTORTION, 
TORTURE AND BRUTALITY CARRIED ON IN THE PRISON BY ITS 
ADMINISTRATORS, AND AGAINST THE FACT THAT THEY ARE HELD EOR 
LONG PERIODS OF TIME AWAITING TRIAL. 

2. THE AMERICANS AT THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY EOR WOMEN AT 
LOS REYES HAVE GIVEN OFEICIAL NOTICE TO THE PRISON 
ADMINISTRATION THAT THEY ARE ON A HUNGER STRIKE IN SYMPATHY 
WITH THE SITUATION AT LECUMBERRI PRISON, BUT THE EMBASSY IS 
INFORMED BY THE PRISON DIRECTORATE THAT THE AMERICAN WOMEN 
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3. EMBASSY'S CHIEF OF SPECIAL CONSULAR SERVICES VISITED L 
LECUMBERRI PRISON ON MORNING OF JULY II, ACCOMPANIED BY TWO 
MEMBERS OF TEAM FROM GAO VISITING AMERICANS IN FOREIGN 
PRISONS. FOUR AMERICANS PICKED AT RANDOM FOR INTERVIEWS 
REFUSED TO SPEAK TO GAO REPRESENTATIVES OR CONSULAR OFFICER. 
WHEN INVITATION TO SPEAK TO EMBASSY OR GAO REPRESENTATIVES 
MADE GENERAL, THE AMERICANS UNANIMOUSLY REFUSED TO SPEAK TO 
THE OFFICIALS. THE PRISON DIRECTOR INFORMED THE EMBASSY THIS 
MORNING THAT THE AMERICANS ARE NOT RPT NOT ON A HUNGER STRIKE 
AT THIS TIME, AND THAT THE PRISONER SPOKESMEN ARE WAITING 
FOR A DECISION FROM THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT AS TO THAT 
GOVERNMENT'S OFFICIAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS SUCH A STRIKE. 

FYI: THE PRISON DIRECTOR GAVE THE GAO REPRESENTATIVES A 
COMPLETE TOUR OF THE INSTITUTION'S VACILITIES, ALLOWING THEM 
TO SPEAK TO MEXICAN, CANADIAN AND FRENCH PRISONERS AS 
WEL AS SIX VISITING AMERICAN FEMALE PRISONERS. THE GAO 
REPRESENTATIVES SAID THEY WERE IMPRESSED WITH THE PHYSICAL 
FACILITIES AND WITH THE APPARENT FREEDOM AND PRIVILEGES 
ALLOWED THE INMATES. JOVA 
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